
 

September 25, 2020 

 
Dear Woodland Families, 

At the Board of Education meeting last night, I presented a preliminary plan to transition from Remote Learning 
2.0 during 1st Quarter, to a Blended Learning Model to start in 2nd Quarter. Woodland will continue to offer a 
full Remote Learning 2.0 option for those families requesting it. If you missed the discussion, you are welcome 
to view the presentation and DRAFT plan here. The Board Meeting was recorded, and it will be available on 

the district website early next week. Look for it HERE once it is posted. 

As I mentioned, this is a preliminary plan, and the Board of Education has not yet voted on it. We want to bring 
students back to some form of in-person learning as soon as it is safe to do so, but there are many factors that 

can disrupt even the best-laid plans. Before we can transition to Blended Learning, there are external factors to 
consider such as COVID-19 metrics in the community, and internal factors such as staffing and the availability 
of substitutes, as well as procedures for physical distancing and student self-certification that students are 

symptom-free each day.  

We need to move forward with the planning process so that we can be ready to make the transition, but as 
we’ve learned since the early days of this pandemic, things have a way of changing rapidly. To be clear, this is 
not an official announcement about moving into a Blended Learning model. We are laying out a path forward, 

and we need everyone to get involved to make this work. Thankfully, our three re-entry committees worked 
diligently over the summer to develop some of the components we need to make the transition.  

Assuming that COVID-19 metrics continue to steadily improve, we are able to implement all of the health 

guidance and protocols, and determine a staffing plan that supports the needs of our learning community - 
Woodland District 50 will transition to a Blended Learning Model. A Remote Learning 2.0 model will still be 
available for students who are not able to return for in-person learning for health or personal reasons. 

 

Summary of Woodland’s Blended 
Learning Model 

Summary of Woodland’s Continuation of 
Remote Learning 2.0 Model 

 The Blended Model will be a half-
day, in person program and a half-
day remote program for all 

students, five days a week.  
 1st through 8th grade students will 

have two and a half hours of in 

person learning and two and a half 
hours of remote learning.  

 During the portion of the day when 
students are remote, the focus will 

be on asynchronous lessons and 
independent learning 

 Remote Learning 2.0 will continue for 
families who choose this option for health 
or personal reasons. 

 Similar minutes for synchronous (live 
instruction with teacher) and 
asynchronous (independent tasks) 

instruction will be used. 
 Classroom teacher, special/explore 

teachers and classmates may be different 
based on the number of students electing 

to continue Remote Learning 2.0. 
 Families choosing this model may need 

to give up some programming options 

https://www.dist50.net/cms/lib/IL02213585/Centricity/domain/28/2020-2021%20board%20meetings/BLRLdraft092420.pdf
https://www.dist50.net/cms/lib/IL02213585/Centricity/domain/28/2020-2021%20board%20meetings/BLRL2.0FINAL091720.pdf
https://www.dist50.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=5413&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=8211&PageID=1710


 

 Kindergarten and Early Childhood 
will be an in-person half day 
program only. 

 Students may have a different 
teacher than they do now.  

 Every effort will be made to keep 
students with their current 

classroom teacher(s) but families 
should anticipate changes in 
classroom and special/explore 

teachers.   
 Special Education Students in 

instructional and 

structured  classrooms will attend 
for a full day 

 

such as challenge and advanced classes; 
some special education services may 
need to be delivered in a different format. 

This information will be clearer after 
enrollment for the alternative is 
determined. Every effort will be made to 
provide comparable services.  

 

Timeline: 
We are targeting a gradual transition that will begin in November. Woodland has more than 5,000 students and 

more than 800 staff members working in four schools. It would be challenging to bring everyone back at once 
with the various safety measures and health procedures required to keep everyone safe. We will start with the 
youngest learners and students who require additional support at each school. These students in many cases 

are new to the building, so this gives them the chance to get familiar with the school and get settled before the 
next group of students returns. We know that families with students in multiple grade levels will be impacted 
differently by this decision, but when studying the logistics, this is the option that makes the most sense from 
an overall safety standpoint.  

Important Dates: 

 Nov. 2 - Remote Learning Planning Day - No school for students 

 Nov. 3 - State of Illinois Election Day Holiday - No school for students 

 Nov. 4 - The new learning models begin for all students according to your selection. If you selected 
Blended Learning, you will not start your in-person attendance until your grade level is scheduled to do 

so, according to the following dates.  
 

 Nov. 4 - Nov. 6 - In-person Blended Learning begins for the following students:  
o Self-contained special education students, Early Childhood - 8th grade 
o WELE students 

o 1st grade, 3rd grade Dual Language students at Intermediate, 6th grade 

All other students start Blending Learning from home this week, or continue Remote Learning 2.0 depending 
on which model you select. 

 Nov. 9 - Nov. 13 - In-person Blended Learning begins for the following students: 



 

o Kindergarten, 2nd grade, 4th grade, 7th grade  
o Students who began attending school in-person on Nov. 4 continue 

All other students continue Blending Learning from home this week, or continue Remote Learning 2.0 

depending on which model you select. 

 Nov. 16 - In-person Blended Learning begins for all remaining students in the Blended Learning 
program: 

o 3rd grade Mono Language students at Elementary, 5th grade, 8th grade 
o Students who began attending school in-person earlier in November will continue 

All students selecting Remote Learning 2.0 will continue learning from home. 

Additional Notes: 

 AM or PM assignment is determined by primary address. In general, students north of Washington 
Street will attend school in person for the AM session, and remote learn during the PM session. 
Students south of Washington Street will remote learn during the AM session and attend school in 

person for the PM session. In order to balance the number of students attending in the AM and PM 
session, students who have bus stops on Teske Blvd or in Fountain Square will attend in the AM 
session. 

 We do not yet know how many students will select in-person learning, or how many will continue 
remote learning. This will likely result in some changes to classroom teachers and/or specials teachers. 

Every effort will be made to keep students with their current teacher(s) but families should anticipate 
changes. 

 This preliminary plan is a path forward for bringing students back to in-person instruction, but keeping 
students in school will be everyone’s responsibility. We need to remain vigilant about washing hands, 
wearing masks and keeping our distance. Families must self-certify that their child is symptom free, and 
we need everyone to commit to staying home when they are sick. COVID-19 cases in our schools will 

require quarantine and contact tracing based on state and local health guidance. Families must have a 
back-up plan for being able to quickly pick-up students who begin to show symptoms at school, or for 
keeping children home for several days during a quarantine if necessary. 

Next Steps: 
In order to move forward with plans, we need to know the number of students we have in each learning model. 
Rather than sending a survey, we have incorporated a one-stop selection process into Skyward Family 

Access. Please log-in and select if you are interested in “Remote Learning” 2.0, or the Blended Learning “In-
Person” model by Oct. 2. This must be done for each student in your household. (Demonstration: English / 
Spanish) The learning model you select will be for the rest of the year. We know a lot can change between 
now and then, so if family circumstances change please contact your child(ren)’s principal. Requests to change 

learning models will be considered at the end of each quarter, but cannot be guaranteed. 

It is very important that you log-in to Skyward Family Access and make your selection by Oct. 2. We will be 
reaching out over the next week with reminders, but if you have questions, please contact your child(ren)’s 

school. 

https://www.dist50.net/site/Page/356
https://www.dist50.net/site/Page/356
https://www.loom.com/share/4c1bdfbe527c45e083cf7961b268afdb
https://www.loom.com/share/b24a7f10ba9d4b1282143dbfabfb1a19


 

I know this is a lot of information to sort through, but I wanted to provide as much detail as possible to help as 
you make decisions for your family. I am cautiously optimistic sharing this plan with you because we all want to 
find a safe way to be back together in our schools, but the work ahead will be difficult. Thank you in advance 

for your patience over the next few weeks while we work through the planning process.  

Your Partner in Education, 

 
 
Dr. Lori Casey, Superintendent 
Woodland District 50 
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